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PREMIER’S OFFICE 

1. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

Again, I congratulate the Premier on his position. 

(1) When the Premier was in opposition, he stated that if he won government, and he has, and he became 
Premier, and he has, that he would move the Office of the Premier from Hale House to Dumas House. 
Does the Premier still intend to do that? 

(2) When the Premier was in opposition, he also committed to allowing a charitable organisation to take 
over Hale House. Which charities will be moving into Hale House, and when? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

(1)–(2) Before I answer the Leader of the Opposition’s question, can I first of all, once again, acknowledge you, 
Mr Speaker, on your arrival in the position of Speaker. Can I also acknowledge the Deputy Speaker and 
her accession to that office. Can I also acknowledge the Leader of the Opposition and wish him all the 
best in his position as Leader of the Opposition, a very important position in our Parliament. Can I also 
acknowledge the manager of opposition business and his very important position in Parliament, 
a position I once held. Can I especially acknowledge all the new members here today, on both sides of 
the house, and wish you all the very best. It is a very exciting and important day for all of you to be here 
in the Parliament and I wish you all the very best in your parliamentary careers. In closing this part of 
my speech, can I also acknowledge the member for Cottesloe on his eight and a half years’ service as 
Premier and one minute as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly chamber. 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

A member interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I should not have forgotten the Leader of the National Party. Can I acknowledge the 
Leader of the National Party and wish her all the very best in her role—not to be forgotten. Can I also 
acknowledge the Deputy Leader of the National Party—she is in the upper house; I have never seen that 
before—on her position, and anyone else whom I have forgotten.  

The SPEAKER: Premier, can you answer the question, please. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, Mr Speaker. I will get back to the question. Thank you. 

The Leader of the Opposition is referring to remarks I made before the 2013 election. Since that time there has 
been an election—two elections, in fact. In the lead-up to this election I made no such commitment to those 
things. But I will give the Leader of the Opposition a tip. It is something I am considering. The reason that I am 
considering it is that, as former ministers would know, the Premier’s office at Hale House is distant from the 
offices of ministers. It is my view that the best outcome would have been to have Premiers close to their 
ministers. That is something I am considering. If there is cost involved in it, I will not do it, but it is certainly 
something that I am considering as Premier of WA. 
 


	PREMIER’S OFFICE

